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Dedicating our efforts to promote arts and culture in the 

Big Bear Valley for the enrichment of the community.  

New Look. Same Mission. 
By Gail McCarthy, Executive Director 
 

Welcome to the newly designed Newsletter 

for the Arts Council of Big Bear Valley.  We 

hope you enjoy our new design.  We strive to 

not only provide information on our activities 

and events, but also a bit of education in the 

arts.  We are a nonprofit organization whose 

mission is to promote the arts throughout the 

Big Bear Valley.  We concentrate on enhanc-

ing art and music in our schools and bring 

culturally enriching programs to Big Bear. 

 

Several years ago, we established the ñMagic 

of Musicò program and asked for donations 

of musical instruments that were no longer 

being used to give to a child who wanted to 

learn to play music.  The response was won-

derfully productive and a number of children 

received instruments with which to begin 

music lessons.     

 

Visual and performing arts are also important 

to the Arts Council.  Our very popular 

ñMusic at the Mansionò dinner theater often 

showcases our local professional-level per-

formers, as well as students from the Strings 

Program, who never disappoint with their 

talented performances.   

 

Our premier event, ñArt on the Lakeò is now 

in its twelfth year and will again take place 

on the third weekend of August at the Marina 

Resort.  The Young Artistsô Gallery will 

again delight everyone with a collection of 

student art from grades K-12.   

 

Our vision for the Big Bear Valley is to be-

come a vibrant, arts-oriented community that 

values education in the Arts for our youth, as 

well as arts-oriented activities and programs 

for residents and visitors alike.  The Arts 

Council values its members who support us 

our mission.  If you are not already a member 

of the Arts Council, please consider becom-

ing a member and help us remain ñThe Voice 

of the Arts in the Big Bear Valley.ò  

The Gallery 
The Arts Councilôs fine art gallery, aptly named The Gallery, is a treasure trove of original art-

work, by both our talented local artists and part-time residents.  The Gallery received a makeover 

last fall and the new warm, inviting colors on the walls beautifully showcase the artwork that 

includes paintings in oils, acrylics, and watercolor, as well as Raku ceramics, art glass, charcoal 

work, and some of the most interesting and unique gourds that are works of art in themselves.  

Several photographers complete the eclectic mix of fine artwork, including Council board mem-

ber, Ron Munoz, who we distinguish as the ñAnsel Adams of Big Bear.ò  A visit to The Gallery 

will introduce you to one of our artists, as each artist on exhibit ñsitsò The Gallery two days each 

month. Youôll find a friendly, knowledgeable artist to welcome you and chat about art if you 

like, or just let you take in the wonderful artwork on exhibit. 

Judy Bronson's Raku art at The Gallery 
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From the President  
By David Leach 
 

Welcome to the Spring edition of the Arts 

Councilôs Newsletter.  I hope you enjoy the 

new look.  You will receive four editions each 

year.  Your Arts Council is expanding its in-
volvement in more areas of the arts, embarking 

on our third year of Music at the Mansion on 

May 22nd.  We have five concerts lined up 

through September. An Art Forum is scheduled 

for May 11th, just before our Annual Meeting 

on May 15th.  This year we will be cruising Big 

Bear Lake on the Miss Liberty Paddlewheel 

boat.  June brings back the UNLV Chorale 

Music Camp. The 12th year for Art on the 

Lake will take place at the Marina Resort on 

August 20 ï 21, 2011.  We will have also an-
other holiday concert in December, which will 

become for us an annual event. Are you excited 

yet? Please plan to come to the Annual Meet-

ing for all the details of what we have planned 

for 2011!  You will be receiving an invitation 

to attend.   
 

We are doing special fund raisers several times 

a year, which will help us continue our mission 

to provide quality arts and culture experiences 

in Big Bear.   We hope you can come and en-
joy the fun.  We need all of our members assis-

tance.   

When you see the other articles and pictures of 

our youth being creative, developing their self-

esteem, and adding arts and culture to their 

lives, how can you not get excited?  Your Arts 

Council is making a difference.  2011 is bring-
ing a new look, renewed energy, and many 

more rewarding programs that we are very ex-

cited to provide.  We 

want to give every-

one a chance to enjoy 

that special event 

whether it is a con-

cert at Music at the 

Mansion, Art on the 

Lake, or a program 

your son, daughter or 
grandchildren partici-

pates in that speaks 

to your passion for 

the arts.  It is the Arts 

Councilôs mission to 

promote the Arts in the Big Bear Valley, and 

that takes all of us to succeed.  For the future of 

our youth and the continued enjoyment of our 

adults, wonôt you join us in making a differ-

ence?  Please come to our May 15th Annual 

Meeting aboard the Miss Liberty Paddlewheel 
Boat and see how you can participate in 2011.   

 
Thank you to our  
new & renewing 
members of the last 

quarter. 
 

New members 
Alan & Diane Clark  

 Eileen Mary Fonts  

      Beverly Jacobs   

Lilly Walters  
 

Renewing members 

Jon Bush 

Vi Holiday 

David Leach  

Joe & Nancy Mendoza 

Michael & Carolyn Miller 

Ellen Nichols 

Rolland & Di Richenberg  
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Music at the Mansion  
 

ñMusic at the Mansion,ò is a concert series held 

in the intimate setting of the historic Knicker-

bocker Mansion Country Inn on Knickerbocker 

Road in Big Bear Lake. Arts Council board 

member, Barbara King, an accomplished pianist, 

organizes the performers, most of whom are the 

talented local musicians and artists from Big 

Bear whose eclectic performances range from 

classical to pops to Broadway theatre and more.  

This yearôs series begins with our first concert 

on Sunday, May 22, 2011.  

 

Proceeds from these concerts support the arts in 

the community, as well as in our local schools.   

A delightful special dinner by Chef Thomas will 

be served after the concert for those who want to 

enjoy the beautiful ambience of the Mansionôs 

dining room.  The 2011 season for this very pop-

ular series promises not to disappoint.  The cost 

is $20 for the concert, which begins at 3:00 pm, 

and $20 for dinner immediately following the 

performance.  Reservations must be made at 909

-585-5916. 
 

Special Exhibit at The Gallery 
 

A special exhibit of early 

California Plein Air art-

work from the private 

collection of actor and 

Big Bear Lake resident, 

Richard Moll,  will be on 

exhibit from July 1 - 

August 15, 2011 at The 

Gallery in  the Village.   

 

A reception will be held 

on Saturday, July 3rd at 

7pm at The Gallery and 

Mr. Moll will be in attendance to greet visitors 

and discuss the artwork on display. A number of 

pieces will also be available for sale.   

David Leach 


